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President’s Message

Aloha Herron Islanders!
I hope you are all doing well and enjoying the
Summer. The busiest weekend for the island has
come and gone which comes as a relief to many. As
usual, there were a few snags and some poor
choices were made, but no one had to call for Fire,
EMS, or the Sheriff so I’m going to call the festivities
a success!
The July Board Meeting was a “first” in many ways;
first in-person meeting in over a year, first blended
with remote attendees, and first official meeting with
the new board members. I was very pleased with
the turnout and hope the meetings continue to be
positive and well-received. I enjoyed the opportunity
to put a face to some names. We even managed to
recruit some potential volunteers for committees,
which is very difficult with remote meetings.
We, the Board, plan to outline some realistic goals
for the upcoming year at the August meeting. It’s too
early to give you a hint because, as you artists know,
ideas often change once you start to making them
tangible, so stay tuned!
Volunteerism
“Thanks to our volunteers.” It’s easy to overlook this
phrase if you read it all the time, but volunteers save
the island thousands of dollars every year.
Volunteering is a great way to get to know your
neighbors. If you are looking for volunteer
opportunities, contact the Island Manager, Board
members, or a Committee Chairperson.
I would like to thank everyone who has donated their
time to improving Herron Island. If I named everyone
deserving of thanks, there wouldn’t be much room in
the Beachcomber for anything else. I’d especially
like to thank the people who counted and validated
our ballots for the elections last month and for the

budget vote this month. You know who you are,
thank you very much!
I would also like to echo the Island Manager’s thanks
to Ken Freeman, who, after almost 20 years, is
passing the torch from his duties as the HI
webmaster and editor of the Beachcomber. I never
met you, Ken, but thanks a million!
Questions?
If you have questions about anything related to HMC
business, please call the office, send an email to
Members Input, the island manager, or Board
members. If you send it to the wrong person, we’ll
forward your message to the right one.
Until next month.
Scott Young, President
HMC Board of Directors
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Important Phone Numbers
Island Manager
Jane Wooster
(253) 884-9350
HMC Board of Directors
Scott Young President
Dave Hancock, Vice-President
Sherry Hayman, Treasurer
Karen Ducharme Secretary
Jim Davies, Member-at-Large
Additional Contacts
Gary Wanzong, Finance Committee
Dan Marten, Roads Committee
Mike Fassio, Rules Committee
Parks Committee, Vacant
Mike Gage, Policy Review Committee
Ken Higgins, Emergency Preparedness
Sherry Anderson, Small Boat Docks
Carolyn Snyder, Office Manager
Merry Kogut, HMC Calendar
Josh Roppo, Webmaster
Ken F. /Meghan Sanford, Beachcomber

•
•
•

(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350

•
•

WE HAVE EXPERIENCED GUESTS AND SERVICE
PEOPLE EXPECTING TO COME OVER TO THE
ISLAND WITHOUT GUEST PASSES. THIS
VIOLATES THE ACCESS POLICY THAT WAS PUT
IN PLACE FOR ALL OF OUR SECURITY. PLEASE
MAKE SURE YOUR GUEST HAS A VALID GUEST
PASS SIGNED BY YOU TO ENSURE THEY ARE
ABLE TO RIDE THE FERRY. BLANK GUEST
PASSES ARE AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AT THE
OFFICE, BY MAIL, AND ON THE FERRY.

(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-8484
(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-9350

Nondiscrimination Statement
If you wish to file a Civil Rights complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint form , found online at:

Herron Island Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The office is CLOSED Monday,
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday, and after 2:00 PM on Fridays before Board meetings.
Office Phone:
Office Fax:

Ferry Business
Call ahead if you are planning to use the ferry for a
trailer, boat, or large vehicle!
Only those guests with valid passes will be allowed
on the ferry.
Plan your arrival at the dock at least 5 minutes
before the scheduled time of departure.
Walks-ons are not to be on the dock or ramp when
cars are being loaded. Watch crew for permission to
board.
Only service and delivery people may charge fares.

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request
the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the
information requested in the form.

(253) 884-9350
(253) 884-5047

Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by
mail at:

Website: http://www.herronisland.org

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Director, Office of Adjudication
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

Office email: Office@herronisland.org
HMC Water email: HMCWater@herronsland.org
Manager email: HMCManager@herronisland.org
Beachcomber email: beachcomber@herronisland.org
Roads email: HMCRoads@herronisland.org
Member Input email: MemberInput@herronisland.org

Or fax to (202) 690-7442 or email to
program.intake@usda.gov.

Emergency
911
Ferry Cell phone (253) 691-1457
(Cell phone to be used for scheduling heavy loads, big vehicles or having something in tow, and for information regarding ferry services.)

Beachcomber news items must be submitted by 5:00 PM on
the Wednesday after the monthly Board meeting on the
second Saturday of the month. Items MUST be emailed in
electronic format to beachcomber@herronisland.org. Include
your name and phone number in case any questions arise.
Paid advertisements are to be arranged with the HMC office
PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.
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Greetings!
A huge thank you to all the fabulous volunteers who worked so hard to make the 4th of July such a great
event! Without you, events like this would not be possible. So once again, thank you!!!
The Boosters will be hosting a potluck dinner on Saturday, July 17, at 5:00, followed by a meeting at 6:00
at the Community Center. It has been a long time since we have been able to gather together to break
bread, socialize, and talk about future events and projects. We are all really looking forward to it.
Our next scheduled event is going to be an Arts Festival on
Saturday, August 14th, following the HMC Board meeting,
around noon. This event is going to be very family friendly and
a lot of fun. We will also be discussing Labor Day Weekend
activities, on-going projects and considering new proposed
projects.
Stay tuned for further announcements as details emerge. We are still gathering email addresses for
those of you who would like to receive notifications of upcoming Boosters events. Please contact Robin
Kelly at 253-884-1883, robin.kelly712@gmail.com, or you can private message on Facebook if you would
like to be added to the list
In the meantime, stay safe, healthy, and enjoy the cooler weather! I hear the water is bioluminescent,
so a nice stroll along the shores after dark or a late-night kayak paddle might be fun.
Robin Kelly
President

Are You on the List?

Welcome, New Islanders!

HMC now has 452 Member email addresses
on the notification list. If you want to get
notice of the online Beachcomber, or get the
latest on windstorms, power outages, water
line breakages, or other news, please send an
email to office@herronisland.org and request
that your email address be added. Will be
used for HMC purposes only.

HMC welcomes new Members to Herron Island:
• Rebecca Lawrence
• Martin Chamberlin
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Island Manager Report
July 10, 2021
Administration
• Thank you to Ken Freeman for all he has done since 2002 for Herron Island establishing

email, the website and publishing the Beachcomber. Ken will remain as needed as a
consultant to the volunteers taking on the Beachcomber and website.

• Thank you, Meghan Sanford, who will take on the publication of the Beachcomber.
• Thank you, Josh Roppo, who is the new webmaster.
• Thank you to Dale Miller for his work as Parks Chair, Dale is stepping down but will

continue to mow the parks.

• Confusion on fire pits on the weekend of the 4th of July

Volunteer Positions Open Please contact Jane Wooster at hmcmanager@herronisland.org for
to discuss further. Thank you!
Parks Chair – this position is responsible to ensure parks equipment and facilities are in good
working order, including the playgrounds, equipment, pavilion and parks. In addition, the Parks
committee works to determine enhancements. Provides annual budget information.
Maintenance/Facilities Chair – this position takes care of minor repairs to HMC buildings and
equipment, may check water meter leaks, coordinates with NWS for meter availability and
makes recommendations for larger repairs. Provides annual budget information.
Ad Hoc Volunteers – please consider providing your name, contact and area of repair or task
interest so you can be contacted as needed, the Island Manager will contact you for odd jobs
that arise.
Finance Committee Volunteers needed, please contact Sherry Hayman at
treasurer@herronisland.org.
Legal Liaison: There are 9 delinquencies; 7 with the attorney’s office.
Departments/Committees
Maintenance/Facilities: OPEN
Parks: OPEN
Policies: Mike Gage
Roads: Dan Marten
Emergency Preparedness: Ken Higgins
Rules: Mike Fassio, no report
Small Boat Docks: Sherri Anderson
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Herron Island Emergency Preparedness
Summertime = Fire Season
It is getting to be that time of year with little rain and dryer grasses and trees.
Walk your property and clean up downed/broken tree limbs and keep your grass
mowed to help prevent the spread of wildfire on the island.
Create that 30’ clean zone around your house.
Protect your home.
•

Keep your roof and gutters clean of debris.

•

Cover crawl spaces, soffits and eve vents with 1/8 metal mesh to keep out
embers.

•

Decks, Keep the gaps between deck boards clean of debris. Embers smolder
longer.

•

Do not store combustible material below them.

Wildfire Smoke
At Home:
•

To limit your time outdoors, stock up on necessities like food, medications,
and other items you may need for your family.

•

A high-efficiency HEPA filter used in your air cleaner or HVAC system can
help keep your indoor air clean.

•

You can also make a filter fan to help clean your indoor air. All you need is a
box fan, furnace filter (MERV-13 or better), and a bungee cord or tape. Stepby-step instructions here.

•

Designate a room in your home to be a “clean room.” This room should have
as few windows or doors as possible, or they should be closed, to keep
smoke out. Use an indoor air cleaner or filter fan to make the room even
cleaner. Find out more here.

•

If you have an air conditioner, close the fresh air intake if available so you
can keep smoky air out of your home.
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Budget Ballot Results July 2021
The HMC July 2021 Budget Ballot results are:
Approve: 77
Disapprove: 51
128 Countable Ballots received

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS:
Mailout:
Jean Mellor and Virginia Major
Ballot Validators:
Dianne DeGood
Jerrilynn Benson
Tony Torres
Carolyn Snyder

Ballot Attendees:
Carol Miller
Dan Marten
Gladys Dulyea
Mark Ackerman
Dana Gruber
Andy Thompson

Board Member Email Addresses
President@herronisland.org
VicePresident@herronisland.org
Treasurer@herronisland.org
Secretary@herronisland.org
BoardMember@herronisland.org

Please use these email addresses for all future
communications to Board Members. They
can be accessed on our website
(herronisland.org) under the HMC Board tab.
Please submit your questions, comments, and
suggestions to
MemberInput@herronisland.org
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Boarding the Ferry Safely
It is the start of the busy season for Herron Islanders and their guests. Please do your part to
make it a safe one.
As you begin down the ramps pay particular attention so that you do not have any mishaps on the
ramp rails or when turning to load on an outside lane. The crew will point to the lane you should
be in and guide by indicating if you need to move a little left, or right. The ultimate responsibility
for safely loading your vehicle is in your hands.
Please review the last page of the ferry schedule for additional rules. These are required for all
passengers. More notably are:
•

Guest passes not completely filled out will not be taken causing the holder to wait for
boarding, potentially on the next ferry run.

•

One car on the ramp at a time.

•

Do not leave ramp until motioned onboard by the crew

•

Speed limit on the ramps and ferry is 5 mph.

•

Turn off the engine and set parking brake once loaded.

•

Do not start the engine until guided by the crew.

•

Turn off all vehicle lights while on the pier, ramp, or ferry; loading or unloading. Lights
make it difficult for the crew to see.

The ferry is governed by the United States Coast Guard and the Master of the Vessel (the
Captain) is in charge at all times. If you are not paying attention to the rules and guidance in the
policies, or the signs on the ferry the crew will direct you to pay attention. There is no time to
challenge the crew, if you wish to report a problem please email the Island Manager at
hmcmanager@herronisland.org.
The ferry crew’s instructions must be followed at all times. In the captain’s sole discretion, driver’s
or passenger’s behavior may prevent him or her from boarding the ferry or cause him or her to be
removed from the ferry. The captain may choose to contact the Sheriff’s Department for
assistance.
Drivers may not use cell phones while loading or unloading. Alcohol, cigarettes, vapes, and
similar products may not be used on the ramps or on board the ferry. Vehicle drivers and
passengers must remain inside their vehicle while vehicles are loading or unloading from the
ferry. They must return to their vehicles prior to docking. The same rule applies to motorcycle
riders and passengers.
Thank you for your attention and cooperation.
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Summer is here, bringing with it warmer days, a beautiful array of new
flowers, and...
One especially wicked noxious weed, Tansy Ragwort, has made Herron
Island its home. Each plant produces 150,000 + seeds and colonizes rapidly
The effort and cooperation made by Herron Island property owners in the
control of Tansy Ragwort has steadily increased, and we are making
progress!
Field Inspectors from the Pierce County Noxious Weed Control Board will
begin making routine inspections on the Island towards the end of June.
If Tansy Ragwort plants are discovered on your property, please eradicate
them as soon as possible. For any questions concerning Tansy Ragwort,
control methods, a list of herbicide spray professionals, or compliance with
the Noxious Weed Laws, please call the County office at 253-798-7263; or
leave a message with the Pierce County Field Inspector at 253-798-6844.
There is a homemade and environmentally friendly way to eradicate Tansy
yourself by mixing the following ingredients and spraying the tansy growth.
You’ll see results in a matter of hours!

1 Gallon Vinegar
2 cups Epson Salt
1/4 Cup Dawn Dish Soap
Just mix and keep some in a small spray bottle Spray in
the morning after the dew has evaporated Walk away and
after dinner the weeds are gone. It will kill anything you
spray it on.
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Welcome! We encourage you to meet your neighbors and get involved in island
events and activities. Purchase a copy of the HI Boosters Directory ($5) from
Robin Kelly at d_kelly@centurylink.net and find your neighbors close by. Stop
and say hello when you’re out and about. The folks around here are very
friendly and will always wave even if they don’t know you.
Your neighbors can help you with obtaining off-island services such as trash
collection, propane servicing, or obtaining a mailbox on the mainland. Did you
know that being a walk-on passenger to the mainland to collect your mail is free
of charge?. The ferry crew calls that a “turnaround”. No charge for
“turnarounds” as long as you don’t leave the mainland parking lot.
Make sure you get your email address included on the island broadcast email
list to receive important information about island issues. The office staff can
help you with that. Send an email to them at office@herronisland.org and
request to be included on the list.
Want to follow the ferry in real time? There’s a GPS app for your laptop or
mobile device that shows you where the ferry is and whether or not they are
shuttling. Go to www.vesselfinder.com and search for Charlie Wells in the find
vessel box.
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Hauling a Trailer or Boat?
Call ahead to the ferry phone, 253-691-1457, and talk with Captain to ensure tides and
load coincide.
Making this call does not indicate a reservation. The Ferry Access Policy states:
“HMC requires that a confirmed notification be made to the captain in advance to
transport any combination (in-tow) of any length, and/or single vehicles longer than
25 feet. The notification must be confirmed by the captain. The captain’s phone
number is 253-691-1457. The captain cannot guarantee that you will be able to
board the ferry at the time requested.”
With heavy increases of trailers and large vehicles to Herron Island it is necessary for
the crew to manage the loading as they see fit and shuttle to accommodate as needed.
Note, getting to the ferry early for your crossing with a towed trailer/boat is your best
chance of getting on the ferry run you hope to be on.
For service providers, they must get to the ferry early to get on the run they need.
Many times these providers drive up at the last minute and end up waiting, or leaving.
Please ensure they have instructions from you, they call ahead to the captain and have
a ferry pass that is filled out.

Members Hiring Realtors on Herron Island
Any member hiring a realtor to sell their property must be aware of the risk of
placing a real estate sign anywhere near a water meter. When placing signage for
properties that are for sale, it is very important to be aware of where there may be
underground utilities. During the recent ditch clearing, we noted two incidences
where realtors have placed signage within inches of water and electrical lines.
For example, if a water line is damaged, it would require turning the water off at
the water main and impacting several properties until the damage has been
addressed. If a significant repair is needed this may mean that people will not
have water service for days. The best choice would be to call 811 (utility
locators) before you dig. Members will be held liable for any damage to HMC
water meters or surrounding pipe.
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2021 HMC Scheduled Ferry Low Tide Cancellations and Adjustments
Thu 4/01
Fri 4/02
Tue 4/27
Wed 4/28
Thu 4/29
Fri 4/30

Sat 5/01
Sun 5/02
Thu 5/13
Fri 5/14
Sun 5/16
Tue 5/25
Wed 5/26
Thu 5/27
Fri 5/28
Sat 5/29
Sun 5/30
Mon 5/31

April 2021
3:30-4:00 cancelled
3:30-5:00 cancelled ADD 5:30-6:00 PM RUN
12:00-12:30 cancelled
12:00-12:30 cancelled
No shuttle after 12:30 run. 3:30 delayed to 3:40
3:30-4:00 cancelled
May 2021
3:30-5:00 cancelled ADD 12:30-1:00 PM RUN
4:30-5:00 cancelled ADD 12:30-1:00 PM RUN
No shuttles after 12:30
2:30-3:00 cancelled
3:30-4:00 cancelled
12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 9:30-10:00 AM RUN
12:00-12:30 cancelled
12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
12:00-3:00 cancelled ADD 9:30-10:00 AM RUN
ADD 5:30-6:00 PM RUN
3:30-4:00 cancelled
3:30-5:00 cancelled
3:30-5:00 cancelled ADD 12:30-1:00 PM RUN

Memorial Day Holiday Ferry Restrictions
Vehicles towing anything (combinations of any length) and single
vehicles longer than 25 feet will NOT be transported AFTER the 12:00
noon-12:30 pm run, Thursday May 27, 2021 through the end of the
day Monday, May 31, 2021.
Note: Monday, May 31 the ferry will operate on the holiday schedule
which is the same as the summer weekend schedule.

Wed 6/09
Thu 6/10

June 2021
No service 10:15-11:15
12:00-12:30 cancelled

Fri 6/11

12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 9:30-10:00 AM RUN

Sat 6/12
Sun 6/13
Mon 6/14
Tue 6/15
Tue 6/22
Wed 6/23
Thu 6/24
Fri 6/25
Sat 6/26
Sun 6/27
Mon 6/28

No shuttles after 12:30
3:30 leaves at 3:45
3:30-4:00 cancelled
3:30-4:00 cancelled
No shuttles after 09:00
9:30-12:30 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
12:00-12:30 cancelled
12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 9:30-10:00 AM RUN
11:30-12:00 cancelled
3:30 leaves at 3:50
3:30-4:00 cancelled

▪

▪
▪

General Information
NO SERVICE/NO SHUTTLE means the tides are too low to
safely operate the ferry for the listed time. Shuttles will not
run during this time.
Check www.herronisland.org for schedule updates.
Add means runs added out of normal schedule.

July 2021
Wed 7/07
Thu 7/08
Fri 7/09
Sat 7/10
Sun 7/11
Mon 7/12
Tue 7/13
Tue 7/20
Wed 7/21
Thu 7/22
Fri 7/23
Sat 7/24
Sun 7/25
Mon 7/26

No shuttle after 10:00
12:00-12:30 cancelled
12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 9:30-10:00 AM RUN
11:30-12:00 cancelled
No shuttle after 12:00
No shuttle after 12:30
03:30 leaves at 03:40
08:30-09:00 cancelled ADD 11:00-11:30 AM RUN
08:30-10:00 cancelled ADD 11:00-11:30 AM RUN
No shuttle after 09:00, 12:00 leaves at 12:45
12:00-12:30 cancelled ADD 1:30-2:00 PM RUN
10:30-12:00 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
11:30-12:00 cancelled
No shuttle after 12:30

July 4th Holiday Ferry Restrictions
Vehicles towing anything (combinations of any length) and single
vehicles longer than 25 feet will NOT be transported AFTER the 12:00
noon-12:30 pm run, Thursday July 1, 2021 through the end of the day
Sunday July 4, 2021.
Note: Sunday, July 4 the ferry will operate on the holiday schedule
which is the same as the summer weekend schedule.

Sat 8/07
Sun 8/08
Mon 8/09
Wed 8/18
Thu 8/19
Fri 8/20
Sat 8/21
Sun 8/22
Mon 8/23

August 2021
10:30-12:00 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
11:30-12:00 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
12:00-12:30 cancelled
08:30-09:00 cancelled
08:30-09:00 cancelled ADD 11:00-11:30 AM RUN
No shuttle after 09:00
10:30-12:00 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
11:30-12:00 cancelled ADD 2:30-3:00 PM RUN
No shuttle after 12:30

Labor Day Holiday Ferry Restrictions
Vehicles towing anything (combinations of any length) and single
vehicles longer than 25 feet will NOT be transported AFTER the 12:00
noon-12:30 pm run, Thursday September 2, 2021 through the end of
the day Monday, September 6, 2021.
Note: Monday, September 6, the ferry will operate on the holiday
schedule which is the same as the summer weekend schedule.

